
DYSLEXIA 
 

State of Texas Definition 
 

Dyslexia is a disorder of constitutional origin manifested by a difficulty in learning to read, 
write or spell despite conventional instruction, adequate intelligence and sociocultural 
opportunity. 
 
This is an exclusionary definition. 
 

CURRENT RESEARCH-BASED DEFINITION OF DYSLEXIA 
 

“Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that is neurobiological in origin.  It is 
characterized by difficulties with accurate and/or fluent word recognition and by poor 
spelling and decoding abilities.  These difficulties typically result from a deficit in the 
phonological component of language that is unexpected in relation to other cognitive 
abilities and the provision of effective classroom instruction.  Secondary consequences may 
include problems in reading comprehension and reduced reading experience that can 
impede growth of vocabulary and background knowledge.” 
 
---Working definition of dyslexia adopted by the International Dyslexia Association, Reid 
Lyon Annals of Dyslexia, 2003, 53, 2 – 10. 
 
 

DYSGRAPHIA 
 

Dysgraphia is a written language disorder resulting from a disturbance in visual-motor 
integration.  The person can usually speak and read adequately, but cannot efficiently 
execute the motor patterns necessary for writing letters, words or numbers.  He may have 
trouble with the specific skills of manuscript/cursive letter formations as well as trouble 
organizing this thought into a proper form for written communication.  This difficulty is 
especially noticeable when the written communication requires time limits, punctuation 
and-or dictation.  There are often frequent erasures.  He is often criticized for making 
“careless errors”, for being messy, disorganized, slow and incomplete.  Words, letters, 
numbers may be crowded, reversed, omitted or substituted on the paper which often 
manifests inappropriate slant, rhythm and alignment.  He will often make errors in writing 
that he would never make while speaking. 
 
There are many degrees of dysgraphia.  Younger children may be unable to hold a pencil 
properly, copy a design, number or letter.  An older dysgraphic can sometimes reproduce a 
legible word but will distort the sequence of movements and placement of the written 
attempt. 
 
Teaching and testing methods must be sought to bypass or circumvent the poor 
handwriting, and a dysgraphic’s handwriting should never be criticized. 


